Andrew Oakden

Baritone

Alfio-Tonio/CAVALLERIA RUSTICANA-PAGLIACCI - Palm Beach Opera
“...Andrew Oakden stole my interest from the moment he opened his mouth...the
voice is bright, with lots of baritonal "squillo”, brilliant on the top with a
sufficient high A flat and brilliant high G. Both his entrance and the duet with
Santuzza were powerful and exciting and his Prologue and Tonio was modelic.”
-- Luis Angel Catoni, Klassik December 2006

Tonio/PAGLIACCI - Sarasota Opera
*“...we were able to discover a brilliant young talent in Andrew Oakden. Oakden
made the Prologue a memorable one. As he ended with “Andiam! Incominciate!”
and left the stage, the audience cheered and applauded for several minutes,
stopping only when it became obvious he would not return for a bow. This young
artist is destined for a major career, so watch for him.”
-- Albert H. Cohen, St. Petersburg Times March 2005

Tonio/PAGLIACCI - Sarasota Opera
*“...0akden made the role his. His performance literally stopped the opera with
well-earned bravos and sustained applause...[He] couldn’t have been more
effective in his role. His voice thrilled and his interpretation was perfection.”
-- Chip Ludlow, Venice Gondolier Sun March 2005

Tonio/PAGLIACCI - Sarasota Opera
*“...the unexpected thrill of a young baritone, Andrew Oakden, stepping in at a
moment’s notice into the role of Tonio and bringing the house down with his
superb singing of the prologue...Oakden is a name to note...”
-- Michael Kennedy, The Sunday Telegraph (London) February 2005

Tonio/PAGLIACCI - Sarasota Opera
“With his mighty, beautiful, booming and brilliant baritone, he stopped the show
with his prologue. Really. This guy is terrific!”
-- June Lebell, The Longboat Observer February 2005

Tonio/PAGLIACCI - Sarasota Opera
’As the hunchback clown Tonio in "Pagliacci,” Oakden

ROBERT GILDER & CO. impressed the audience in the opening prologue and
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-- Gayle Williams, Sarasota Herald Tribune March 2005
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Giorgio Germont/LA TRAVIATA - Indiana University
’Oakden's voice has gained richness and threatens to become what the world has
few of: a resonant Verdi baritone. He's not all the way there yet, but he's closing
in on that sparsely populated vocal region.”
— Peter Jacobi, Bloomington Herald Times April 2003

Enrico/LUCIA DI LAMMERMOOR - Indiana University
’Andrew Oakden sang with force and grace as he managed to be both brutally
self-involved and yet sympathetic as the brother who tricks and forces Lucia into
a political marriage.”
-- George Walker, WFIU Radio 2002

Rigoletto/RIGOLETTO - Indiana University
’Andrew Oakden knew how to command the stage and to embody the gathering
storm of fear and loathing that overtakes poor Rigoletto in the unwrapping of the
plot...more than sufficient vocal gifts to do honor to the score...full-bodied and
satisfying to behold."
— Peter Jacobi, Bloomington Herald Times April 2001

Rigoletto/RIGOLETTO - Indiana University
’Andrew Oakden sang powerfully and literally hopped about like an evil toad as
the vicious court jester Rigoletto.”
-- George Walker, WFIU Radio 2001

Role/OPERA - Company
”’The Doctor of Andrew Oakden was an absolute charmer - broadly acted, with
much personality, and expressively sung, his reed-like sound more baritone than
bass."

— Charles H. Parsons, Opera News November 1999
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